244              A SLOUGH OF DISCONTENT
That official's successor, by the way, had the idea of doing
things more in order; and signalized his departure from
the old slack ways by inviting any folk who had the mis-
fortune to be under sentence of death in his province, to
come in and be executed without more delay. When the
order had gone out, he set about inquiring how many he
might expect to surrender themselves ; and found that the
number of gentlemen who were under sentence of out-
lawry in his jurisdiction, and liable to death or imprisonment
for life on arrest, amounted to between seven and eight
hundred, and included every Kurdish Agha of any note in
the vilayet! * The decree caused much inconvenience; for
naturally there was some delicacy felt about coming to pay
your respects to the new governor under the circumstances.
While the Government got worse, the national self-
consciousness of the Armenians developed; particularly
in the light of the fact that they saw how other subject
nations, who made sufficient noise, were given their inde-
pendence by Europe. They began demanding reform, and
a measure of autonomy; requests which it was natural
they should make, in light of the fact that they could not
help being aware that they were far cleverer and more
adaptable than the Turks, and that nevertheless they were
treated as an inferior race by them. On the other hand,
the Turkish feeling was " This country is ours and we mean
to rule it. Equality of treatment such as these Armenians
demand is a sheer impossibility; for the reason that the
races are not equal. While we have the power, we can
keep them under; but to put them on an equality means
that in a very few years we shall be under them." Reform
is anathema to the Turk, for he knows (even if he cannot
put the matter into words) that reform means subjection
of the Turk to the r&y&t.
Armenians, and many of the friends of the Armenians,
seem unable to understand this side of the question. They
cried out in horror at the steps (certainly sufficiently grim
* The criminals who were not sentenced must have been far more
numerous. The Vali must have felt like the old Lord of Perugia, who
had to grant a general amnesty lest he should depopulate the town !